The Journal of

Experimental
iology

Contents volume 215 (9) 2012

Cover: Hugh, a Florida manatee (Trichechus manatus
latirostris), was one of the test subjects for a behavioral
hearing study conducted by Gaspard, Bauer, Reep, Dziuk,
Cardwell, Read and Mann (pp. 1442—-1447). The behavioral
audiogram indicated frequency detection from 0.25 to 90.5
kHz with peak sensitivity extending from 8 to 32 kHz. Critical
ratios, the capacity to detect tonal signals in the presence of
noise, were also tested and found to be quite low. Gaining
a better understanding of how this endangered species
perceives its environment is a crucial component in guiding
conservation efforts. Photo credit: Marc Ellis/Mote Marine
Laboratory and Aquarium.
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