
Cover: Whales are at risk from entanglement with fishing gear, as shown by this North Atlantic right whale (top), whose baleen can be seen
protruding outside of its mouth. Biomechanical investigations byWerth et al. ( jeb189233) demonstrate the remarkable flexibility of this keratinous oral
tissue, owing to its arrangement of internal horn tubules (seen in cross-section; bottom left) and revealed by flow tank experiments (bottom right). The
extent to which baleen can resume its shape after entanglement may help determine the fate of this critically endangered species. Photo credits:
Center for Coastal Studies (NOAA permit 932-1489; whale); Diego Rita Espada (cross-section); Alexander Werth (baleen plates).
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