
Cover: Fan worms, such as Acromegalomma vesiculosum from Cornwall, UK, are marine polychaetes that live in protective tubes and project
feathery tentacles up into the water column to filter feed. Because these valuable appendages are vulnerable to predation, the fan worms have
evolved unique compound eyes on the tentacles that detect looming threats and initiate a startle withdrawal response. Bok et al. ( jeb212779) present
the first electroretinographic investigations of these eyes, describing their dynamic range, spectral sensitivity and temporal resolution. They consider
the implications of these properties for governing a startle response in dynamic, coastal marine habitats. Photo credit: Michael J. Bok.
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