
Cover:Psittaciform birds synthesize exclusive pigments called psittacofulvins. Psittacofulvin-based colors partly overlap with those produced by the
sulfurated form (pheomelanin) of melanins, themost abundant pigments in animals, as exemplified by the psittacofulvin-containing reddish feathers
of Bourke’s parrots Neopsephotus bourkii with the opaline mutation (pictured). Neves et al. ( jeb225912) show that psittaciforms do not color their
plumage with pheomelanin, probably driven by the benefits of avoiding functional redundancy between pigments. This contrasts with other animal
melanins, which are composed of sulfurated and non-sulfurated forms in different ratios, and constitutes unique evidence of impairment of the mixed
melanin-based pigmentation system. Photo credit: Philippe Rocher.
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