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Coloniality is a very loosely used word in biology and if it is used precisely it generally has
different meanings for different specialists. A very wide range of organisms are supposed to
show colonial or social behaviour, including bacteria, protozoans, coelenterates, bryozoans,
echinoderms, bivalves, certain insects and gregarious vertebrates including man. Is there a
common factor to these different biological associations or are there very different biological
phenomena involved?
In this volume specialist authors from a wide range of research backgrounds present their views on
a particular group of colonial or social organisms. The editors have tried to cover as many different
groups as possible, fossil and living, but inevitably the bias is on invertebrates. There is a general
emphasis throughout on the likely adaptive advantages and possible evolutionary reasons for the
development of coloniality. Within this general framework subjects discussed include coordination,
histoincompatibility, functional morphology, chemoreception, electrophysiology and the ecological
strategies of colonial growth forms. By keeping the concept of coloniality as open as possible
this volume provides specialists in any one group of organisms with information about other
groups, and also presents stimulating alternative viewpoints for establishing a broader biological
relevance to the concept of coloniality.
This book will appeal to a wide spectrum of biologists; invertebrate zoologists, palaeontologists,
marine biologists, and animal behaviourists. Ornithologists, microbiologists, entomologists,
plant ecologists and school biology teachers will also find much useful information reviewed
here.
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